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THE  EVILS  OF  INFANT  BAPTISM. 


I  AM  led,  beloved  Brethren,  to  address  you  by  the  ho- 
nourable appellation  of  Children  of  God;  because,  besides 
the  certain  and  delightful  fact,  that  He  is  your  Father, 
I  am  filled  with  a  comfortable  conviction,  that  you  know 
his  approving  love  towards  you,  "  because  ye  have  loved 
Jesus,  and  have  believed  that  He  came  out  from  God;" 
(John,  XVI.  27y) — because  ye  solemnly  profess  to  know 
and  yield  to  the  Holy  Jesus,  as  your  Saviour,  5'our 
"  Leader  and  Commander  ;"  because  in  some  things  ye 
have  proved,  as  well  as  professed,  your  belief,  that, 
"  those  are  His  friends,  who  do  whatsoever  he  com- 
mands;" (John,  XV.  14  J—  and  because  I  am  persuaded 
that  you  are,  in  some  degree,  honestly  praying,  and 
searching  for  an  acquaintance  with  the  will  of  your  al- 
mighty and  jealous  God ;  and  are  resolved  to  do,  and 
endure,  whatever  you  may,  by  any  means,  discover  to 
be  His  good  pleasure. 

You  know  you  have  redemption  through  the  blood  of 
Jesus,  even  the  forgiveness  of  all  your  sins. — Eph.  i.  7. 
You  feel  that  you  are  on  your  way  to  that  kingdom 
which  God  has  prepared  for  them  that  love  Him. — Jaynes 
ii.  5.  May  you  and  I  be  counted  worthy  of  that  glory! 
May  we  by  no  means  be  deceived !  by  no  means  lose 
our  reward ! 

Suffer  then,  beloved,  a  word  of  Exhortation  and  Ex- 
postulation from  one  of  the  weakest  of  your  Brethren ; 
but  one,  who  feels  a  solemn  assurance,  that  he  shall  be 
enabled  to  speak  to  you  needful  words  of  truth  and 
soberness.  May  God  our  Saviour  bless  me  in  writing, 
and  you  in  reading  them  ! 

To  treat  this  subject  of  Christian  Baptism  with  cus- 
tomary- carelessness,  is  an  impiety  to  be  accounted  for 
in  the  great  day.  I  would  not  magnify  its  importance, 
nor  do  I  wish  you  to  do  so.  It  is  already  sufficiently 
great.     Merely  allow,  my  Brethren,   that  it  is  a  part  of 
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the  will  of  Him  '\y1io  made  ^rou ;  who  for  your  ig-norance 
and  disobedience  huna;  with  sorrow  upon  the  tree,  and 
who  will  speedily  judge  you  according  to  your  deeds  ; 
and  you  will  only  allo\v  it  to  have  that  grasp  on  your 
conscience,  which  it  imperatively  demands. 

Are  not  some  of  you,  my  Brethren,  uneasy  at  the 
mention  of  this  subject.''  Do  you  not  avoid  conversa- 
tion on  it  ?  and  even  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  do  you 
not  sometimes  glide  as  smoothly  as  you  can,  over  those 
passages  where  it  is  mentioned  ?  When  you  stifle  these 
rising  con\'ictions,  and  lull  this  sense  of  disquiet,  you 
sin  against  the  Holy  Ghost  within  you. 

Though  few  of  you  feel  any  thing  like  divine  convic- 
tion, that  Infant  Baptism  is  right ;  yet  by  some  means 
you  think  yourselves  excused  from  being  baptized. — Per- 
haps you  say  "that  there  is  no  necessity  for  it — that 
you  can  be  saved  T\ithout  it — that  the  Baptism  of  the 
Spirit  is  the  one  thing  needful ; — willingly  forgetful  that 
He  who  made  our  Soul,  made  our  body  also  ;  and  that 
none  should  *  forbid  Water  '  to  those  who  have  received 
the  Holy  Ghost;  Acts  x.  47. — You  say  perhaps,  that 
you  would  do  it  if  you  saw  it,  but  that  God  has  not 
showed  it  you  yet — that  you  have  not  a  convenient  op- 
portunity ;  and  that  you  see  as  many  faults  among  the 
baptized,  as  among  other  people."  Do  you  not,  my 
Brethren,  at  times,  attempt  to  comfort  yourselves  with 
these  and  similar  excuses  ?  Some  of  you  indeed,  con- 
^'inced  that  it  was  3'our  duty,  have  been  already  baptized ; 
but  in  a  cold  spirit  of  self-righteousness,  you  are  con- 
tented with  having  done  right  yourselves ;  you  feel  no 
filial  £orrov/  at  the  disobedience  of  others,  nor  brotherly 
pity  for  their  loss  and  danger,  nor  grief  at  the  mischie- 
vous influence  of  their  conduct,  on  others.  Rejecting 
Infant  Baptism  for  yourselves,  you  can  calmly  endure  to 
know  that  the  evil  is  perpetuated  and  extended  by  others. 
You  do  not  so  discern  its  nature,  as  to  denounce  and 
abhor  it  as  a  sin. 


-■'■  Thouffh  I  have  been  content  in  this  Tract  to  let  the  prevalent  mode  of 
sprinkling  go  un.ler  the  name  of  Baptism;  I  have  done  this  onl}'  in  courtesy 
to  those  vTtio  choose  to  call  it  so ;  and  Lecniise  its  "  evils  "  would  not,  in  ni v  juria- 
ment,  be  at  a'l  reduced,  even  if  the  rubric  of  the  Church  of  England  and  ihi* 
invariable  i.sage  of  the  Greek  Church,  were  followed  by  the  universal  dipping 
of  our  Infant  population. 
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You  arc  startled,  perhaps,  at  my  presuminf^  to  call  it 
so ;  but,  clear  friends,  let  me  solemnly  intreat  yuu  to 
consider,  it  must  be  so,  if  it  be  not  an  act  of  faith;  "/o/ 
whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  Sin;"  Rom.  xiv.  23.  Not 
that  faith  in  a  wrong  thing  can  make  it  right,  nor  dis- 
belief of  a  right  and  true  thing  can  make  it  wrong ;  faith 
only  affects  the  condition  of  the  doe?-,  not  of  the  deed. 
No  strength  of  faith  can  make  that  good  and  true,  which 
is  in  its  own  nature,  erroneous  and  evil.  To  believe 
that  any  thing  is  warranted  by  Scripture  does  not  make 
it  thus  warranted.  It  was  either  right  or  wrong  before 
we  believed  it,  yea,  before  we  were  born.  Let  no  one 
justify  an  action  merely  because  of  his  persuasion  that 
it  is  right ;  but  let  him  prove  it  so  by  undeniable  evi- 
dence. 

Infant  Baptism  must  be  either  an  ordinance  of  the 
gracious  Saviour  of  the  world,  or  a  felonious  and  dan- 
gerous counterfeit,  issued  by  His  enemy  and  ours,  to 
Christ's  dishonour  and  our  loss.  If  our  Baptism  in 
Infancy  was  the  will  of  God,  then  our  being  baptized 
when  we  repented  and  believed  the  Gospel,  was  a  sin 
no  less  flagrant  than  being  a  contempt  of  a  divine  ordi- 
nance. If  it  was  not  His  will ;  then  they  committed 
sin,  who  did  it  to  us,  and  then  told  us,  that  as  we  had 
been  baptized  in  infancy,  we  had  nothing  ourselves  to 
do  in  obedience  to  the  command,  "  be  baptized ;"  and 
if  our  Baptism  in  Infancy  was  not  God's  will,  we  should 
sin  in  any  longer  acting  on  their  mistaken  instructions. 

It  is  needful  to  a  good  conscience,  therefore,  that  we 
be  able  unhesitatingly  to  say,  that  Infant  Baptism  is 
God's  will ;  or  to  say,  that  it  is  against  it.  Without 
judging  the  heart  of  those  who  practise  it,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  condemning  it  as  being  in  itself  a  sin  ;  and, 
although,  I  doubt  not  that  it  is  generally  done  in  igno- 
rance, and,  therefore,  is  less  guilty  than  presumptuous 
sin,  it  is  not  on  that  account  a  small  evil ;  Imt,  like  every 
other  fault,  should  be  feared,  exposed,  and  forsaken. 
Feelings,  though  clamorous  and  jiersuasive,  ought  not 
to  be  at  all  regarded  in  settling  principles ;  let  our  feel- 
ings, then,  be  calmed  before  God,  while  considering 
this  matter.  Things  are  right  or  wrong,  true  or  false, 
in  themselves,  quite  independently  of  the  character  or 
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conduct  of  those  who  adopt  or  reject  them.  "  Let  God 
be  true,  and  every  man  a  Har."  Oh  that  the  children 
of  God  would  impartially  weigh  this  question ! — Oh 
that  at  least  they  would  say  to  the  Father  of  Lights, 
"  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will ;  I  will  walk  in  thy  truth  /"— 
"  For  if  any  man  is  willing  to  do  the  will  of  God,  he 
shall  know  of  the  doctrine."     John  vii.  17. 

Bear  with  me,  then,  my  Brethren,  while  I  deliver  my 
humble  and  serious  testimony,  to  the  Evils  of  Infant 
Baptism  :  may  God  give  you  grace  not  to  slight  it ! 

I.  I  will  first  mention  one  of  the  least  of  these  evils. 
Infant  Baptism  leads  the  mind  to  pay  a  superstitious  rever- 
ence for  opinions  and  practices,  not  directed  by  the  word 
of  God.  Superstition  is  an  evil,  which  all  well-disposed 
people  must  bewail.  It  is  that,  which,  like  a  flood,  has 
ingulfed  all  nations  ;  Heathens,  Jews  and  Turks, — Infi- 
dels and  nominal  Christians.  It  is  that,  which  pollutes 
and  degrades  mankind.  It  enslaves  and  torments  its 
countless  victims.  It  calls  evil  good,  and  good  evil. 
Under  various  forms,  it  deludes  and  harrasses  the  Intel- 
lect, the  Conscience,  and  Affections  of  all,  who  have  not 
the  precious  Bible, — and,  alas,  of  myriads  who  possess  it. 
Superstition  begins  in  error,  proceeds  in  perplexity  or 
presumption,  and  inevitably  ends  in  disappointment. 
God's  intelligent  creatures  can  only  be  satisfied  with  the 
bread  of  true  religion ; — Satan,  the  liar  and  murderer, 
gives  to  us  the  stone  of  superstition.  And  how  can  it 
be  otherwise,  while  men  believe  and  act,  not  because 
they  know  God's  truth ;  but  because,  for  ought  they 
know  to  the  contrary,  that  which  others  have  told  them 
is  true  ?  This  is  a  sickly  state  for  the  soul  of  man  to 
be  in,  who  was  formed  to  know  God,  to  glorify  and  en- 
joy him  for  ever. — John  xvii.  3.  This  introduces  all 
the  misery,  folly,  and  impiety,  of  a  scrupulous  and  per- 
verted conscience.  Imaginary  sins,  and  imaginary  duties, 
produce  settled  dispeace  with  God,  self-righteous  sacri- 
fices, voluntar^^  humility,  and  neglect  of  real  duties  ; 
they  prepare  the  mind  to  run  to  every  length  of  fanati- 
cism, and  drive  their  unhappy  subject  to  do  any  thing, 
which  the  devil  or  his  agents  may  instigate.  Hence 
Jesus  says,  "  The  time  will  come,  when  whosoever  kiU- 
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eth  you  ^vilI  tliiiik  lie  doeth  God  service."  Now,  to 
baptize  in/ants  is  an  imaginary  duty;  for  where  it  com- 
manded ?  To  omit  that  ceremony  is  an  imaginary  sin  ; 
for  where  are  we  warned  against  such  a  neglect .''  In- 
fant Baptism,  therefore,  is  one  of  the  many  nurseries  of 
Superstition.  Let  the  children  of  Light  and  Truth  no 
longer  encourage  its  influence  over  the  minds  of  men. 

IL  The  next  evil  I  shall  mention  is  like  the  first.  In- 
fant Baptism  is  doubtful.  Uncommanded  and  unex- 
ampled in  the  Word  of  God,  how  should  it  be  otherwise 
than  doubtful  ?  To  be  as  sure  of  the  rightness  of  In- 
fant Baptism,  as  of  truths  revealed  in  the  Bible,  is  to 
attribute  the  same  authority  to  human  inventions  and 
writings,  traditions  and  customs,  as  to  the  Scriptures 
of  Truth  ;  and  to  make  what  is  not  written  in  the  Bible 
as  authoritative  as  what  God  has  written  there .  *  Though 
many  arguments  may  conspire  to  make  a  biassed  mind 
think,  that  it  may  be  the  will  of  God,  this  is  very  diffe- 
rent from  showing  that  it  positively  is  so.  There  is  no 
doubtfulness  about  the  Lord's  Supper,  prayer,  repent- 
ance, faith  and  obedience,  being  right;  nor  about  the 
Baptism  of  Believers  being  right ;  about  that  of  Infants 
there  is.  Why,  then,  substitute  a  doubt  for  a  certainty? 
Nay,  in  the  case  of  a  great  portion  of  mankind,  even 
almost  all  Christendom,  the  certain  rite  is  denied  and 
destroyed,  by  the  introduction  of  the  doubtful.  It  is 
doubtful,  to  say  the  least,  and,  therefore,  should  be  avoid- 
ed :  For  though  confidence  in  a  doubtful  or  false  thing, 
does  not  make  it  good  or  true ;  doubts  concerning  even 
a  good  thing  make  it  sin  to  us,  if  we  dare  to  do  it ;  as 
Paul  shows,  Rom,  xiv.  14,  20,  23.  1  Cor.  viii.  9,  10. 
Tit.  i.  15. — "Whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin."  To 
be  willing  to  live  in  doubts,  therefore,  is  to  be  willing  to 
live  in  sin  !     And  how  can  the  upholder  of  Infant  Bap- 


*  Dr.  Lightfoot  (though  not  like  the  Papists,  an  upholder  of  pretended  tra- 
ditions,  plainly  says,  with  sufficient  presumption  ; — *'  It  is  not  forbidden  to 
baptize  infants,  therefore  they  are  to  be  baptized  1 1 "  Others,  through  billing- 
ness  and  fondness,  applied  this  mode  of  reasoning  to  Infants  taking  the  Lord's 
Supper,  to  the  baptism  of  their  Dead  ;  nay  to  that  of  Houses,  Ships,  and  Bell*. 
The  Church  of  England  uses  this  argument  of  non-prohibition  to  sanction  the 
using  of  the  Cross  in  Baptism  ;  and  it  is  evident,  it  might  be  used  with  equal 
force  to  sanction  more  follies,  and  more  exactions,  than  it  ever  consecrated  even 
in  the  Churches  of  Rome  or  Greece. 
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tism  be  free  from  doubts,  but  by  being  willingly  igno- 
rant, or  confirmed  in  some  error  ?  How  can  he  avoid 
doubting  whether  it  he  commanded  ?  or  doubting  whether, 
when  it  was  performed  on  him,  it  were  done  by  persons 
who  were  in  the  exercise  of  faith  in  the  Gospel  at  the 
time :  (for,  if  not,  it  was  hypocrisy  and  sin,  and  has  need 
to  be  repented  of)  ;  or  doubting,  whether  their  piety  in 
other  things,  be  an  excuse  for  his  own  want  of  obedience 
in  this  ?  or  doubting  on  some  other  conscientious  ques- 
tion ?  Exchange,  therefore,  my  Brethren,  your  doubts 
for  certainty. 

III.  Akin  to  this  evil  is  the  next  I  have  to  mention. 
Infant  Baptism  destroys  the  duty  of  Believers  being  bap- 
tized ^  of  those,  at  least,  who  were  subject  to  this 
application  of  water  in  infancy.  And  is  this  a  light 
evil }  That  I  should  bring  up  my  child  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  to  hinder  him  from  keeping  one  of  even  the  least 
of  the  commands  of  God  I  He  reads,  that  he  must  re- 
pent and  be  baptized.  I  tell  him,  "  No,  he  may  and 
must  repent  of  his  sins,  but  he  would  commit  a  new  sin 
in  being  baptized."  Perhaps  conscience  hinders  me 
from  expressing  myself  quite  so  decidedly  ;  but  I,  his 
parent,  tell  him,  that  "  at  least  he  need  not  mind  that; 
for  his  baptism  was  7ny  duty,  not  his."  If  he  be  dis- 
satisfied with  this  answer,  (as  well  he  may  be,)  he  is 
thrown  into  the  agony  and  sin  of  doubts ;  or,  in  order 
to  escaj}e  from  their  torments,  he  is  baptized ;  and  I 
either  do  not  care  for  it,  (which  is  a  sinful  carelessness) 
or,  filled  with  grief  and  fear,  I  never  cease  trying  to 
make  him  repent  of  this  act,  which,  if  I  had  not  got  him 
baptized  when  he  was  an  unconscious  babe,  would  have 
been  his  undoubted  duty,  and  his  happy  privilege. 

To  justify  the  api3lication  of  Baptism  to  Infants,  it 
has  often,  with  much  of  what  I  must  call  carnal  inge- 
nuity, been  compared  to  certain  customs,  which  all  par- 
ties agree  to  applaud,  although  not  exactly  commanded. 
Why,  say  they,  not  bajDtize  infants,  as  well  as  let  wo- 
men come  to  the  Lord's  table, — and  hold  family  worship, 
— and,  (under  the  former  dispensation)  circumcise  the 
Babe  as  well  as  the  Adult?  I  answer.  Infant  Baptism  is 
not  like  Circumcision,  (as  in  a  more  serious  head  I  will 
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afterwards  show — Head  VI.)  ;  for  the  circumcision  of 
the  Babe,  aud  that  of  the  Adult,  l)oth  produced  the  same 
elFect,  viz.  it  put  the  circumcised  into  the  covenant,  or 
it  was  the  proof  of  his  being  interested  in  its  privileges. 
Nor  is  this  enquiry  like  that  foolish  question,  whether 
women  can  be  proved  to  have  been,  in  the  Apostles' 
times,  at  the  table  of  the  Lord, — or  M'hether  family  wor- 
ship can  be  shown  to  be  a  divine  command  ;  for  these 
practices  are  not  contradictory  to  any  command  of  God: 
Infant  Baptism  is.  If  women's  partaking  of  the  Lord's 
supper  hindered  men's  doing  so,  I  should  say,  it  was  sin- 
ful also.  But  it  does  not.  In  like  manner,  if  family 
worship  should  render  private  prayer,  or  the  public 
meetings  of  the  church  impossible;  then  no  doubt,  it 
would  be  antiscriptural  and  dangerous;  but  it  evidently 
operates  in  the  contrary  direction ;  it  evidently  en- 
courages all  other  acts  of  worship.  Infant  Baptism, 
however,  as  far  as  it  prevails,  manifestly  annihilates  that 
of  Believers.  Now  that  of  believers  is  the  will  of  our 
Maker.  Infant  Baptism,  therefore,  is  destructive  of  our 
duty.  "  Full  well  do  men  thus  make  void  the  law  of 
God,  that  they  may  keep  their  own  traditions." — Mark 
VII.  9. 

IV.  I  will  mention,  separately,  as  another  evil  of  the 
practice  in  question — that,  Infant  Baptism  deprives  men 
of  an  inestimable  privilege.  "  His  commandments  are 
not  grievous."  "  They  are  good  and  profitable  to  men." 
Crushing  to  self-will,  they  are  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of 
the  renewed  heart.  The  child  of  God  says,  "  Oh  how 
I  love  thy  law."  But  especially  is  Baptism  sweet  to 
those  who  feel  themselves  to  be  miserable  and  unclean 
through  sin.  For  what  is  it,  but  an  expression  of  God's 
most  tender  love  to  us,  vile  and  sinful  though  we  be. 
The  law-condemned,  self-condemned  sinner,  needs  some 
such  assurance  of  Divine  favour,  as  this  gracious  ordi- 
nance presents,  which  tells  him,  that  Christ  provides 
something  for  him,  before  he  does  or  can  do  any  thing 
for  himself;  that  Christ  washes  the  vile,  and  has  in  his 
thoughtful  kindness,  appointed  an  ordinance  to  show 
this  forth.  Yes,  He  receives  us  as  ice  are;  and  by  Bap- 
tism He  openly  receives  lis,  and  we  receive  Him.     Bap- 

a5 
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tism  is  the  visible  meeting  place  for  the  returning 
Prodigal,  and  his  much  grieved,  yet  ever-lo\'ing  Father. 
— (seeHeb.  x.  19,  22,  and  Acts,  ii.  37,38.)  In  this  or- 
dinance, too,  we  step  out  of  the  World  into  the  Church; 
we  are  shut  into  the  Ark;  we  are  enrolled  among  Christ's 
Soldiers,  and  are  associated  with  his  Saints.  We  know 
that  we  are  where  he  would  have  us,  where  we  shall 
learn  more  of  His  glory  and  of  His  will,  and  with  his 
promised  help  be  more  and  more  fitted  to  enjoy  Him ybr 
ever.  Of  this  needful  and  most  precious  privilege.  In- 
fant Baptism  robs  the  souls  of  men;  for,  having  received 
the  counterfeit  when  they  had  no  sins  to  burden  them, 
they  imagine  they  must  forego  the  genuine  ordinance, 
when  they  need  its  consolations.  Like  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, Christian  Baptism  not  only  most  impressively  pro- 
claims the  Gospel  of  the  Grace  of  God,  but  gives  us  an 
external  means  of  appropriating  to  ourselves  the  blessed- 
ness it  offers.  How  long  shall  it  be,  my  Brethren,  before 
we  believe,  that  the  will  of  our  Eternal  Father  is  more 
to  our  advantage  than  our  own  will,  or  any  human  in- 
yention  ? 

V.  Another  similar  evil  I  shall  mention  is,  that  Bap- 
tism, when  applied  to  an  Infant,  is  a  totally  and  essentially 
different  thing  from  Christ's  original  ordinance,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  New  Testament.  In  this  Divine  record  we 
read,  that  Baptism  is  a  jmtting  on  of  Christ;  for  "as 
many  of  us  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ,  have  put 
on  Christ." — Gal.  iii.  27.  Now  it  is  clear  how  a  jew, 
a  heathen,  a  profligate,  a  liar,  an  unbeliever,  did  by  being 
baptized,  put  on  Christ, — he  became  by  that  act  as  visi- 
ble a  Christian  professor,  as,  by  putting  on  his  regi- 
mentals, a  man  announces  himself  a  soldier.  But  it  is 
inconceivable  and  untrue,  that  any  change,  equivalent 
to  a  putting  on  of  Christ,  is  experienced  or  professed  by 
an  unconscious  or  unwilling  person,  in  the  application 
of  some  water  to  his  body. 

Again ;  Baj)tism  in  Scripture,  is  the  individual' s  own 
personal  act.  But  Infant  Baptism  is  wholly  the  act  of 
another.  "  He  that  believeth  the  Gospel,"  says  the  Son 
of  God,  "  and  is  baptized,  shall  be  saved." — Mark,  xvi. 
16.     He  did  not  sav,  "He  that  believeth  and  others  have 
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done  their  duty,  (in  piittinp:  him  under  water,  or  sprink- 
ling him,)  he  shall  be  saved."  Tremble,  ye  children  of 
God,  as  ye  read  Ezkl.  xiii.  7-9.  Deiit.  xii.  32.  Prov. 
XXX.  6.  What  ye  had  is  not  a  mere  word,  but  a  whole 
ordinance, — an  ordinance  of  men  ;  and  that  which  ye 
diminish,  is  an  ordinance  of  God. 

Again,  Baptism  is  in  Scripture  connected  ivith  repent- 
ance and  faith,  and  is  the  appropriate  expression  of  those 
graces  of  the  Spirit.  "  Repent  and  be  baptized,  every 
one  of  you,"  says  God  through  the  Apostle,  Acts,  ii.  38. 
"  When  they  heard  that,  they  were  baptized  in  the  name 
of  Jesus." — Acts,  xix.  5.  "Many  of  the  Corinthians, 
hearing  believed  and  were  baptized." — Acts,  xviii.  8. 
"  They  were  baptized  in  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins." 
— Matt.  iii.  6.  "If  thou  believest  with  all  thine  heart, 
thou  mayest  (be  baptized). — Acts,  viii.  37.  and  see  viii. 
12.  and  xxii.  16. — "  Arise  and  be  baptized,  and  wash 
away  thy  sins,  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord."  How 
is  it  possible  for  any  religious  or  intelligent  person  to 
think,  that  the  baptism  of  infants  is  connected  with 
penitence,  confession  of  crimes,  believing  the  Gospel  with 
all  their  hearts,  washing  away  their  sins,  and  calling  on 
the  name  of  the  Lord  ?  Or,  if  they  do  not  think  it  thus 
connected,  how  do  they  intend  to  excuse  their  conduct 
in  still  maintaining  it  ? 

Again,  Baptism  is  said  to  be  a  burial  into  Christ,  cmd 
rising  to  a  new  life. — Rom.  vi.  4.  How  a  penitent  does 
therein  rise  to  a  newness  of  life,  is  evident ;  but  a  baby 
absolutely  does  not  thereby  rise  to  a  ?iew?iess  of  life  ;  nor 
does  it  need  to  do  so,  as  I  shall  presently  prove.  From 
all  these  considerations  it  is  certain,  that  Christian  Bap- 
tism is  one  thing,  and  Infant  Baptism  is  quite  a  different 
thing. 

VL  But  the  most  solemn  charge  to  be  laid  against  this 
practice  is, — that  Infant  Baptism,  in  the  arguments  ad- 
duced for  its  support,  denies  the  very  Gospel  of 
Christ  itself.  This  is  the  core  of  the  evil.  Though 
there  are  still  other  evils  to  be  mentioned  afterwards, 
none  equals  this  in  malignity.  Did  I  not  feel  this  to  be 
the  case,  I  should  feel  all  the  mistakes  and  follies  of  the 
practice  in  question  to  be  comparatively  harmless.     But 
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my  conviction  on  this  point  will,  I  trust,  justify  my 
earnestness  in  exposing  its  evils. 

Now  what  is  the  GosjDel? 

It  is  no  uncertainty.  God  hateth  doubts.  His  Trum- 
pet gives  no  uncertain  sound.  '  If  a  man  believe  His 
Record,  the  man  has  it  in  himself ;  if  he  believe  it  not, 
he  makes  God  a  liar  : — and  this  is  the  record,  that  God 
hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  arid  this  life  is  in  his  Son." 
— 1  John,  V.  10,  11. 

The  Gospel  includes  in  it  all  that  mankind  requires. 
Its  substance  is  Jesus,  "Eternal  Life;"  God's  "unspeak- 
able Gift." — 2  Cor,  ix.  15.     John,  iii.  16. 

The  Gospel  is  true  to  all  mankind  alike. — Rom.  v.  18- 
20.  "As  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  on  all  men 
to  condemnation,  even  so  by  the  righteousness  of  one, 
the  free  gift  came  z</;ow  all  men  to  justification  of  life" 
"  Where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound  !" 
(Blessed  be  God  I)  1  John,  ii.  2.  "  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for 
ours  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world." 

What  then  is  the  Gospel.''  That  the  Infinite  and 
most  blessed  God  sincerely  loves  all  mankind,  sinners 
though  they  he.  That  "  God  is  love."  That  "  He  will 
not  that  any  perish."  (though,  alas,  many  do  perish, — 
2  Peter,  iii.  9.)  Especially,  that  "  He  will  not  that  one 
of  these  little  ones,  (whether  believers  or  infants)  perish, 
"for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." — Matt,  xviii. 
14.  The  Gospel  Pai/l  preached  was,  that  Jesus  died  for 
our  sins,  and  rose  again  for  our  justification ;  that  He 
gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all ;  in  order  that  Jews  and 
Gentiles  alike,  even  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  all  the 
World  together,  might  glorify  God  for  his  mercy.  The 
Gospel  Peter  preached  was,  that  Jesus  died  the  just  for 
the  unjust  that  He  might  bring  us  to  God.  I  need  not, 
and  in  a  little  tract  I  cannot  multiply  quotations ; — all 
Christ's  Apostles  taught  the  same  blessed,  glorious,  cer- 
tain Gospel. 

What  the  Gospel  is  may  distinctly  be  known,  by  com- 
paring it  with  the  former  dispensation  of  religion,— of 
the  Covenant  of  Grace,  of  the  Church  of  God,  as  ex- 
isting among  the  Jews.  Then,  the  Jews  only,  the  cir- 
cumcised seed  of   Israel,    were  in  the  covenant.     No 
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doubt  existed  as  to  mIio  were  the  su1)jects  of  its  infinite 
privileges  : — if  a  man  were  not  circumcised,  he  teas  not 
in  the  Covenant,  if  he  were  of  Jacob's  seed  and  circum- 
cised, he  was  in  the  Covenant,  wliatever  his  personal  cha- 
racter might  be.  A  place  in  the  Covenant  did  not  de- 
pend on  his  choice,  his  acceptance,  or  rejection  of  an 
offered  boon.  It  was  lovingly  enforced  on  him  by  Di- 
vine determination  and  ordinances.  His  salvation,  in- 
deed, depended  on  his  faith  or  piety,  but  not  his  interest 
in  the  privileges  conferred  by  (jod.  The  circumcised 
children  of  a  pious  Jew  were  in  the  Covenant ;  the  cir- 
cumcised children  of  an  impious  Jew  were  equally  so. 

Then  the  Jews  were  a  holy  people  to  the  Lord  their 
God  ;  holy,  that  is,  consecrated  and  sanctified  by  God's 
act  and  will. — Deut.  vii.  6.  So  also  various  beasts  were 
denominated  clean,  while  other  beasts  were  appointed 
to  be  treated  as  unclean. — Levit.  xi.  4.  These  were  em- 
blems of  the  Gentiles,  those  of  the  Jews.  Now,  see 
how  our  Universal  Father,  by  this  appointment,  teaches 
Peter  and  us  the  nature  of  the  Gospel.  Read,  ye  chil- 
dren of  God,  the  10th  chapter  of  Acts.  Read  it,  ye 
doubt-distracted  hearers  of  a  Gospel,  so  called,  but 
which  is  no  Gospel.  Read  it,  and  rejoice  for  the  con- 
solation. "  God  has  showed  me  that  I  should  call  no 
man  common  or  unclean." — Acts,  x.  28.  The  children 
of  the  pious  Gentile  are  clean ;  the  children  of  the  im- 
pious Gentile  are  also  clean.*  Their  interest  in  the 
Covenant  depends  neither  on  their  own  faith,  nor  on 
that  of  their  parents.  Their  salvation,  if  they  die  in 
infancy,  is  sure;  for  "  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven;' 
but  if  they  grow  up,  and  become  wicked,  it  depends  on 
their  faith  and  repentance. — Will  ye  that  profess  to  fear 

*  I  shall  not  answer  oljpctions  in  this  Tract  ;  my  limi's  will  not  allow  it; 
in  a  subsequent  No.  I  shall,  if  permitled,  do  so.  I  must,  however,  take  notice 
of  1  Cor.  vii.  14 — "Else  were  your  children  uncJean,"  &c.  I  will  simply 
say,  the  cleanness  is  not  spoken  of  as  existing  ^OM-arrf  God— To  Him  all  are 
clean  ;  hut  the  Apostle  speaks  of  the  clcannoss  of  a  particular  husband  to  bis 
wife,  or  of  a  wife  to  her  husband,  and  to  no  other— the  cleanness  of  the  children 
being  dependant,  not  on  the  faith  of  one  of  ihe  parents,  but  on  the  cleanness  of 
their  marriage,  thouah  neither  of  them  was  a  believer.  Their  relation  bein"- 
sanctified  before  their  conversion,  is  still  sanctified,  though  one  of  them  has  be- 
come a  Christian."  (That  the  preposition  here  translated  "  by  "  really  signifies 
"  to,"  in  this  and  many  other  passages,  see  Macknight  on  this  place.)  "  For  the 
husband,  though  an  unbeliever  is  sanctified  (not  by  but)  to  lier  husband  •  else 
were  your  children  unclean  ^to  you,)  but  now  are  thev  holr,  _stand  in  a  sanctified 
and  God.approred  relation  to  you." 
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God,   and  obej'-  the  voice  of  his  servants,  plead  for  In- 
fant Baptism,  by  saying  it  has  come  in  the  place  of  Cir- 
cumcision ?     Then  has  the  oiFence  and  the  glory  of  the 
cross  ceased  I     Though  th.e  form  of  circumcision  is  still 
permitted  to  Christian  Jews,  and  (being  administered  to 
some,  long  after  their  baptism,)  is  a  further  proof  that 
baptism  has  not  superseded  circumcision, — Acts,  xvi.  3, 
and  xxi.  21 — 25);    yet  its  spirit  is  entirely  abolished. 
The  spirit  of  Circumcision  was  distinction  between  man 
and  man.     It  was  a  great  part  of  the  enmity,  the  law  of 
commandments  contained  in  ordinances ; — the  middle 
wall  of  partition,  (Ephes.  ii.  14-15,)  which  God,  in  his 
all-forgiving,   all- comprising  grace,   has  broken  down. 
If  Baptism  be  come  in  the  place  of  Circumcision,  it  must 
have,  at  least,  the  same  signification, — the  same  eifect, — 
for  if  this  be  changed  as  well  as  the  form,  then  is  the 
one  essentially  different  from  the  other.     But,  if  the  spirit 
of  them  be  the  same,  then  the  baptized  alone  are  in  the 
Covenant,  alone  are  clean,   alone  are  the  objects  of  the 
Gosj)el  grace  ;    and  before  preaching  the  Gospel  to  any 
persons,  we  must  know  whether,  through  Baptism,  the 
Gospel  be  true  to  them  or  not !     "  The  advantage  and 
profit  which  the  Jews  had  by  circumcision,  were  great 
every  way." — Rom.  iii.  1 ,  2  and  ix.  4,  5.     All  was  theirs, 
and  theirs  alone  ;    though  others  were  permitted  to  be- 
come Jews,  by  circumcision,  and  thus  partakers  of  their 
privileges. — Exod.  xii.  43.     Esther,  viii.  17.     Now,  if 
Baptism  be  appointed  in  its  stead,  then  it  undeniably 
follows,  that  there  is  the  same  difference  now  between 
one  baptized  and  one  unbaptized,  as  formerly  between 
a  Jew  and  a  Gentile; — that  all  things  are  the  privilege 
of  every  baptized  one,  and  nothing  is  the  privilege  of 
the  unbaptized.     Who,  with  this  understanding,   can 
"preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature?"     Must  we  not, 
on  this  principle,  plainly  say  to  the  unbaptized,  "  ye  are 
without  Christ,  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel, 
and  strangers  from  the  Covenant  of  promise  }" — Ephes. 
ii.  12.     We  must  say  to  them,  not  "if  thou  believest 
with  all  thy  heart,  thou  mayest "  (be  baptized,) — but, 
be  baptized  in  order  that   thou   mayest    believe !     Thus 
we  should  reverse  the  order  God  has  established,  and 
presumptuously  replace  what  God  has  carefully  and  gra- 
ciously removed. 
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Oh,  ye  Children  of  God  by  faith  in  his  undistinguish- 
ing  love,  will  ye  talk  of  the  privileges  of  Believers  and 
their  children  ?  Attempt  to  name  them.  What  are 
they  ?  I  will,  with  the  everlasting  Gospel  in  my  hand, 
show  the  very  same  to  be  the  blessed  ])rivilege  of  every 
child  of  Adam,  be  he  Jew  or  Greek,  Iniidel  or  Christian; 
— for  to  ALL,  to  ALL,  lias  God,  even  the  Almighty  God, 
given  JESUS,  and  in  Him,  ALL  THINGS.— i2om.  viii. 
32.  Name  these  supposed  privileges.  I  humbly  defy 
any  man  to  name  them.  Every  UNbeliever  may  know, 
and  ought  to  know,  and  we  should  teach  him  to  know, 
that  all  things  are  his,  according  to  the  riches  of  God's 
free  grace.  Hear  what  the  Father  says  to  that  selfish 
proud  unbeliever,  Luke,  xv.  31. — "  Son,  all  that  I  have 
is  thine  :"  and  this  son  represents  the  self-righteous, 
Christ-rejecting  Scribes  and  Pharisees.  That  the  chil- 
dren of  one  who  knows  the  truth,  have  great  facilities 
for  learning  it  themselves,  I  grant;  but  surely,  my  Bre- 
thren, "the  truth"  is  no  more  true  to  them,  than  to 
an)'  other  child  of  the  fallen,  blood-bought  race  of  Adam. 
And  this  very  facility  for  learning  the  truth,  is  in  no  de- 
gree given,  or  increased,  by  Infant  Baptism;  but  rather 
is  materially  hindered;  as  is  before  showed  under  Head 
III  and  IV. 

Will  ye,  Brethren,  plead  for  Infant  Baptism,  as  being 
a  mark  '?  Though  baptism  is  a  mark  that  we  profess  to 
be  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  it  is  not  a  mark  put  by  God 
to  distinguish  one  person  from  another.  If  it  were  so, 
then  in  its  absence,  the  truth  designed  to  be  marked 
concerning  the  person,  could  not  be  knowTi.  Suppose 
it  to  mark  him  as  one  interested  in  the  Covenant,  then 
if  any  one  have  not  been  baptized,  you  cannot  know  him 
to  have  any  share  in  the  covenant  blessings.  If,  inde- 
pendently of  the  supposed  mark,  you  can  and  do  know 
his  share  in  them ;  then  you  make  the  mark  no  mark  ; 
it  proves  nothing,  it  is  an  unmeaning  ceremony,  useless, 
superfluous,  and  unworthy  of  our  God.*     Hence  some 

*  I  would  further  illustrate  this  by  observing,  that  if,  in  any  empire,  a  cer- 
tain  privilege  or  law  extends  to  all  the  subject*,  there  is  no  need  for  any  per- 
.»onal  mark,  to  show  to  whom  it  applies.  If  it  be  for  some  only,  they  must  be 
characterized  by  some  suitable  designation,  cither  by  their  name,  property, 
dwellins-place,  bodily  peculiarity,  mental  acquirements,  or  any  other  distinction , 
the  government  may  please  to  adopt.  Now  the  Covenant  through  Abraham 
only  extended,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  one  part  of  the  world,  the  Jews;  and 
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who  see  the  freeness  of  the  Gospel,  and  maintain  its 
universality,  think  Baptism  altogether  useless,  and  speak 
and  act  accordingly.  To  them  I  would  say,  beware  how 
you  undervalue  an  ordinance  of  God,  which  the  Apostle 
Peter  commanded  those  to  receive  who  had  already  re- 
ceived the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost — Acts,  x.  47, 
48, — and  which  he  elsewhere  says,  "  saves  us." — 1 
Peter,  iii.  21. — Of  which  Jesus  says,  "  He  that  believes 
and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved;"  and  "  Except  a  man  be 
born  of  the  Water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven." — Ma?'k  xvi.  16.     John,  iii.  5. 

Perhaps  you  may  think  it  may  still  be  a  mark  of  some- 
thing else.*  Necessity  has  compelled  its  advocates  to 
invent  many  different  purposes,  for  which  Infant  Bap- 
tism may  possibly  have  been  appointed  ;  and  from  this 
possibility,  presumptuously  do  they  argue,  that  for  these 
purposes  it  has  indeed  been  appointed  by  the  Lord. 
The  greater  part  fancy  it  washes  away  the  guilt  of  ori- 
ginal sin  ;  the  Church  of  Rome  and  that  of  England, 
that  it  also  "  regenerates  "  the  babes,  and  makes  them 
"  members  of  Christ,  and  heirs  of  Heaven."  Some, 
like  Henry  Dodwell,  think  Baptism  makes  infants  im- 
mortal ;  others,  like  Wesley,   imagine  that  there  is  a 

therefore  a  bodily  peculiarity  wa,«  fixed  on,  (viz.  circumcision,)  to  designate  those, 
lor  ^^'hose  benefit  the  covenant  was  estalilished.— Cera.  xvii.  1 1.  The  Covenant 
through  Noah,  on  the  contrary,  was  universal,  extending  to  every  hreathing 
creature  o;i  earth. — Gev? .  ix.  9, 1 7.  Accordingly  we  find  that  it  was  not  attended 
wiih  any  particular  mark,  but  with  a  general  one,  the  Bow  in  the  cloud,  which 
extending  from  Earth  to  Heaven  and  from  Heaven  to  Earth,  was,  I  think,  a  type 
of  the  divine  Mediator  between  (-iod  and  Man,  the  man  Christ  Jesus.  The  Co- 
venant through  Christ,  in  like  manner,  embracing  all  ma>Tkind,  has  no  particu- 
lar mark  ;  but  a  general  one,  the  Cross  of  Christ.     Well  might  the  Jews  glory 

in  their  circumcision,  for  it  was  the  token  of  Jehovah's  covenant  ^-.ith  them 

(see  Josh.  v.  9,  and  1  -Saw.  xvii.  26,  30.)  "  But  God  forbid  that  Ji'e should  glory, 
save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  which  let  the  world  be  crucified 
to  us,  and  us  to  the  world." 

For  us  to  wear  any  mark  of  cur  interest  in  the  Christian  Covenant,  i*?  as  fib. 
surd,  useless,  and  I  will  add,  as  unbelieving  an  act  of  will- worship,  as,  in  thed.iys 
of  Noah  it  would  have  been,  for  persons  to  be  marked  with  the  image  of  the 
rainbow,  and  to  have  their  cattle  marked  also  ;  and  then  to  boast  of  their 
mark,  as  aflfording  an  evidence  of  their  beinsr  comprized  in  the  covenanted  pro. 
servalion  from  any  future  flood.  Oh,  my  Brethren,  let  us  know  our  part  in 
Jesus,  our  Propitiation,  our  living  holy  Head,  our  glorious  King  and  Portion, 
— not  by  our  Baptism,  hut — by  the  explicit,  repeated,  joy-giving  and  solemn 
declarations  of  our  Creator,  contained  in  that "  Word,  which  liveth  and  abideth 
for  ever." 

*  I  have  said  above,  that  real  baptism  marks  its  subjects  as  professed  disci, 
pies  of  Jesus,  as  his  regimentals  mark  a  soldier :  but  it  is  absurd  in  the  highest 
degree  to  suppose,  that  infants  make  any  such  prefes^ion. 
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measure  of  the  Spirit  then  given ;  and  while  the  careless 
crowd  think  it  respectable  and  interesting ,  and  therefore 
desirable,  and  consequently  true  enoui^h  for  them :  there 
are  some  serious  ones,  who  imaij:ine  tint  to  baptize  their 
offspring,  somehow  dedicates  them  to  God,  and  helps 
the  parents  to  educate  them,  and  believe  in  their  future 
piety  and  salvation.  If  any  one  do  not  show  them  chap- 
ter and  verse,  proving  that  for  the  purjDose  supposed,  the 
Lord  did  not  institute  this  practice,  these  easily  per- 
suaded people  remain  contented,  and  thank  God  that  he 
has  given  them  clear  light,  (as  they  willingly  imagine 
some  mystical  notion  of  theirs  to  be,)  on  this  part  of  the 
Christian  Religion;  while,  all  the  time,  God  is  command- 
ing them  to  repent  and  be  baptized ; — and  all  the  time, 
they,  by  the  arguments  they  employ  for  infant  baptism, 
continue,  in  so  far,  to  deny  the  Gospel,  and  in  their 
conduct,  to  disobey  its  blessed  precepts. 

VII.  The  evil  now  to  be  mentioned,  though  it  belongs 
to  the  last-mentioned  head,  I  throw  into  a  separate  di- 
vision, to  give  to  it  the  hateful  prominence,  which  its 
contradiction  to  the  Gospel  deserves. 

Infant  Baptism  implies  arid  teaches  the  damnation  of 
Infants. 

It  is  affirmed,  that,  as  Christ  has,  like  Adam,  the  whole 
family  of  man  included  in  him,  so  each  child  is  included 
in  his  Parents ;  that  if  the  Parents  be  themselves  chil- 
dren of  God,  (or  one  of  them,)  so  are  their  Offspring ; 
if  they  be  in  the  Church,  in  the  Covenant,  in  Grace,  so 
their  children  are,  till  (as  Baxter  says,  and  as  is  gene- 
rally thought)  they  do,  by  wilful  sin,  remove  themselves 
from  this  blessed  state.  Hence,  the  supposed  "right"  of 
the  children  to  Baptism,  and  to  all  the  blessings  it  is  said 
to  convey  or  seal,  depends  on  the  character  of  their 
Parents.  Hence  the  horrid,  and  truly  ungodly,  and  most 
accursed,  and  an ti- scriptural  inference,  has  been  drawn, 
and  must  be  drawn,  that  Infants  dying  unbaptized  are 
perished.  Baxter  doubts  the  Salvation  of  some  Infants 
though  baptized.  Many,  many  do  not  know  whether 
all  Infants  be  saved  or  not.  Augustine,  and,  if  I  err 
not,  all  the  Romish  Church,  believe  all  unbaptized  In- 
fants eternally  damned.     That  Father  also  held,  that  the 
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same  would  befal  them,  if  they  did  not  also  receive  the 
Lord's  Supper ;  accordingly  into  the  mouths  of  Infants 
from  his  days  for  many  centuries  together,  was  put  the 
Bread  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  in  order  to  give  eternal 
life  to  their  souls! — These  frightful  notions  are  falsely 
grounded  upon  Johrit  iii.  5.  and  vi.  53.  They  spring 
from,  I  fear,  a  willing  confusion  of  things  with  ambiguous 
words.  To  be  Children  of  Believers  may  mean  two  very 
opposite  things, — either  to  have  been  born  of  them  after 
the  flesh,  or  after  the  spirit.  Timothy  and  Titus  were 
Paul's  own  Sons — in  the  faith— but  not  in  the  flesh. 
They  who  are  born  of  the  flesh  are  flesh,  and  should  not 
be  baptized;  the  others  should. — Acts,  viii.  37. 

Perhaps  you  may  say  that  this  most  unchrist-like  no- 
tion of  Infant-Damnation  is  not  your  opinion.  I  trust 
not,  my  Brethren.  But  it  is  the  infallible  result  of  the 
practice.  For  Baptism  is  of  impo?'iance ;  and  whatever 
value  you  attach  to  it,  whether  Salvation,  the  Covenant, 
Regeneration,  mark  of  Grace,  Privilege,  or  whatever  else, 
you  deny  that  that  is  given  to  the  unbaptized ;  if  they 
die,  they  die  without  that  blessing.  Yet  Jesus  who  died 
for  them  says,  "  It  is  not  the  will  of  your  Father  who  is 
in  Heaven,  that  one  of  these  little  ones  should  perish." 
— Matt,  xviii.  14.  And  that  children  are  not  influenced 
in  their  relation  to  Christ,  by  the  spiritual  state  of  their 
parents,  is  expressly  affirmed  by  our  God,  in  Ezekl.  xviii. 
1-32,  especially  verse  4. — "Behold,  all  souls  are  mine  ; 
as  the  soul  of  the  father,  so  also  the  soul  of  the  son  is 
mine;  the  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die ; — and  verse  20, 
'*  The  son  shall  not  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father,  &c." 
And  that  the  piety  of  parents  will  not  save  their  chil- 
dren, is  as  fully  and  emphatically  declared,  in  Ezekl.  xiv. 
14,  16,  18,  20. 

That  notion,  therefore,  which  would  lead  us,  with  the 
Church  of  England,*  and  other  Churches  and  people, 
to  suspend  our  hopes  of  the  salvation  of  Infants  upon 
their  Baptism  ;  or  of  their  immortahty,  with  Dr.  Watts, 
on  the  piety  of  their  Parents,  must  be  anti- scriptural. 
Ye  Children  of  God,  leave  it  to  the  World,  and  to  Ba- 
bylon, and  to  them  who  make  a  gain  of  it;  "  for  it  is 
not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  World." 

»  See  Rubric  at  the  end  of  the  Office  for  Tul^lic  Baptism  of  Infant?,  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer. 
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VIII.  What  I  have  now  to  mention  will  prove  its  ori- 
gin to  be  of  the  World; — 'for 

Infant  Baptism  flatters,  deceives,  and  thus  injures  the 
Souls  of  Men. 

Told  from  their  cradles,  that  they  are  Christians, 
people  in  these  countries  generally  think  so  ;  and  being 
thus  induced  to  do  acts  suitable  to  a  i>rofession  of  Chris- 
tianity, while  destitute  of  the  true  life  of  Christ  in  their 
souls,  they  are  not  only  hypocrites  in  these  acts,  but  are 
by  them  deceived,  and  induced  to  think  favourably  of 
their  state  :  they  cry  "  peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no 
peace  ;"  "  they  have  a  name  to  live,  while  they  are  dead ;" 
and  thus  become  proof  against  every  argument  for  re- 
pentance and  regeneration. 

In  their  children,  they,  in  their  turn,  perpetuate  the 
damage  they  have  themselves  received.  Destitute  of 
light  suthcient  to  detect  the  real  state  of  their  own  souls, 
they  flatter  their  children  and  others  like  themselves, 
with  the  complimentary  name  of  Christian.  Thus,  one 
with  another,  they  ^^Tap  it  up.  Thus,  "one  builds  a 
wall,  and  others  daub  it  with  untempered  mortar." — 
Ezekl.  xiii.  10.  And  this  evil  extends  not  to  professing 
Christians  only :  heathens  also,  Jews,  Turks,  and  Infi- 
dels, all  sustain  their  part  of  the  damage:  for  they  all 
see  the  conduct  of  people  calling  themselves  Christians, 
and  justly  think,  there  is  no  good  reason  for  them  to  be- 
come like  the  worshippers  of  the  Christian's  God.  How 
odious  is  the  name  of  Christ  to  those,  who  have  witness- 
ed the  morality  of  their  country  polluted  by  vices  bor- 
rowed from  their  Christian  neighbours,  who  have  smarted 
under  the  prowess  of  Christian  warriors,  under  the  ro- 
guery of  Christian  traffickers,  and  under  the  cruelty  of 
Christian  slave-owners  !  For  the  hatred  these  people  feel 
against  Christ,  professing  Christians  are  awfully  to  blame. 
How  can  these  ignorant  heathens  and  others,  distinguish 
between  Christians  in  name,  and  Christians  indeed? 

But,  Oh,  there  is  a  distinction,  my  brethren,  between 
the  World  and  the  Church,  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has 
formed,  and  which  always  must  be  maintained ;  which 
makes  it  an  absolute  fact,  that  there  never  was  a  nation 
truly  Christian,  though  many  have  been,  and  alas,  still 
are  so,  nominally  and  hypocritically .     A  Christian  nation 
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is  a  nation  of  Christians ;  and  Christians  "  are  not  of 
the  world,  even  as  Christ  is  not  of  the  world." — John, 
xvii.  14,  16.  Infant  Baptism  is,  generally,  an  act  incor- 
porating the  babe  into  the  world,  instead  of  rescuing 
him  from  it ;  in  so  much,  that  in  many  countries,  the 
unbaptized  suffer  many  civil  disabilities,  and  dying,  can- 
not be  otherwise  than  disgracefully  interred.  If  Infant 
Baptism  be  the  appointment  of  the  despised  Jesus,  how 
has  it  become  so  universally  pleasing  to  the  world  ? 
The  answer  is,  it  is  not  of  Christ,  but  of  the  World,  and 
the  World  will  love  its  own. 

IX.  As  it  is  thus  injurioush^  pleasing  to  a  deceived 
world.  Infant  Baptism  is  destructive  to  the  visibility 
and  beauty  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Other  things  injure  it,  this  as  far  as  it  extends,  anni- 
hilates it.  (Suffer,  my  dear  Brethren,  my  plainness  of 
speech.)  Where  this  practice  prevails  or  is  suffered, 
there  the  Church  of  Jesus  does  not  and  cannot  be  seen 
in  its  purity,  distinctness,  and  Glory.  That  which  is 
commonly  called  the  Church,  is  no  longer,  as  at  first, 
the  association  of  the  faithful  in  the  spirit  and  ordinances 
of  Jesus,  for  mutual  advantage.  The  oneness  of  the 
members  has  gone  out,  mth  the  spiritual  condition  on 
which  they  should  have  become  members.  With  its 
oneness,  has  ceased  the  authority  of  the  Church ;  unless 
that  may  be  termed  christian  authority,  which  consists  in 
the  tyrannical  decrees  of  a  sect,  armed  with  the  sword  of 
the  magistrate,  inspired  with  the  wisdom  of  this  world, 
and  pamjDered  with  the  luxurious  resources  of  a  nation's 
wealth ;  all  which  are  incompatible  with  the  spirit  and 
service  of  the  unresisting  and  indigent  Head  of  the 
Church,  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  And  where  that  sort 
of  authority'  is  disclaimed,  as  among  Dissenters,  there 
remains,  in  general,  nothing  but  mere  voluntary  as- 
sociation. This  is  just  as  abhorrent  from  the  mind  of 
the  Lord  and  Head  of  all  creatures,  as  the  other.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  whoever  comes  into  the  Church  of  Jesus, 
comes  with  all  his  heart  and  will;  but  his  coming  origi- 
nates not  in  his  own  will,  but,  in  obedience  to  the  re- 
vealed will  of  his  Maker ;  it  was  his  duty  before  it  was 
his  choice.     He  comes,  because  he  ought  to  come;  and 
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he  can  say  to  every  other  human  being,  that  it  is  at  his 
peril  he  does  not  join  Clirl^t's  onu  Churcli,  and  kec])  :dl 
his  commandments,  and  that  with  all  his  heart. 

Without  this  authority  derived  from  this  oucnc^s  oi 
the  Church,  and  this  oneness  derived  from  the  oneness 
of  its  Head,  what  value  is  there  in  Church  discipline  9 
And  witliout  discipline,  M'hat  is  a  Churcli,  but  a  garden 
fidl  of  weeds,  a  lield  wdiere  the  thorns  have  choked  the 
wheat; — a  body  without  a  head,  a  ship  without  a  rudder, 
a  nation  without  a  government } 

And  without  the  Baptit^m  of  Believers  alone,  we  can- 
not attain  to  this  discipline,  authority,  oneness,  useful- 
ness, and  unworldiness  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  For 
it  is  Christ's  own  appointed  ordinance  of  Initiation,  for 
Believers  alone. — Acts,  viii.  37.  By  destroying  this 
Initiation,  the  abettors  of  Infant  Baptism  have  made  ha- 
vock  of  the  Church. 

X.  Infant  Baptism  has  rendered  unavoidable  the  in- 
troduction of  other  human  inventions  into  the  professed 
Church. 

Not  to  mention  particularly  the  vainj  anglings  there  have 
been  about  the  time,  manner,  and  use  of  its  administra- 
tion ;  the  enquiry  what  kind  of  persons  are  privileged 
to  have  their  children  baptized;  the  schemes  of  worldly 
aggrandizement  to  which  it  is  often  made  subservient ; 
I  would  just  point  at  those  purely  human  inventions 
generally  connected  with  Infant  Baptism,  and  springing 
out  of  it :  Godfathers  and  godmothers,  sprinkling,  vows, 
(which  are  all  forbidden  to  Christians. — Matt.  v.  33,) 
vows  as  to  what  the  parents  will  do,  and  wonderful  to 
say  !  what  the  child  also  w'ill  do  I — dedication  of  the 
child  to  God  !  &c.  And  it  must  be  especially  remarked, 
that,  as  the  nature  of  things  points  out  the  necessity  of 
the  real  Christian  baptism,  or  of  something  in  its  place, 
various  sects  have  adopted  various  symbols  and  instru- 
ments of  admission  into  the  visible  church; — chiefly  con- 
firmation, tokens,  tickets,  church  votes,  &c.,  whilst  one 
sect  plainly  says,  "all  our  children  are  horn  members  of 
our  society,  and  do  not  need  to  be  born  again  in  order 
to  enter  it."  When  once  the  professing  Church  begins 
to  adopt  unauthorized  doctrines,  rites,  and  ceremonies, 
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to  call  them  by  the  name  of  Christian  Ordinances,  and 
to  attach  authority  and  importance  to  them  as  Divine 
Institutes,  it  is  impossible  to  say  where  or  when  they 
will  stop.  Let  the  Greek  and  Roman  Churches  (as  they 
call  their  corrupt  systems  of  Hierarchy)  be  a  proof  and 
a  warning  to  us.  Rome  has  Seven  Sacraments;  about 
twenty  different  sorts  of  office-bearers,  from  the  Pope 
downwards,  and  it  has  canonized  numerous  Saints'-days 
and  innumerable  Saints;  and  all  it  does  must  be  called 
"apostolic."  It  is  evident,  that  the  same  principle  would 
create  and  authorize  any  number  or  variety  of  religious 
ordinances  that  might  be  found  convenient,  and  gainful. 
But  the  religion  of  Jesus  neither  wants  nor  admits  of 
any  of  these  human  inventions.  It  is  perfect  without 
them.  "  Add  thou  not  to  his  words,  lest  He  reprove 
thee." — Prov.  xxx.  6.  Thou  child  of  God,  be  thou 
afraid  of  teaching  for  doctrines  the  commandments  of 
men — Matt.  xv.  9.  Will  the  Lord  hold  such  teaching 
guiltless  ?  "  My  soul,  unto  their  assembly  be  not  thou 
united !" 

XI.  Once  more  :  In/ant  Baptism  produces  schism  a- 
mong  the  professed  disciples  of  Jesus.  If  ye  can  comfor- 
tably endure  the  divisions  existing  among  his  followers, 
ye  have  little  fellow-feeling  with  Jesus .  Hear  Him  pray, 
{John,  xvii.  21,)  that  "  all  his  disciples  may  be  one,  that 
the  world  may  believe  ;"  and  w^ill  you,  my  Brethren, 
calmly  say,  that  this  oneness  is  unattainable,  or  unim- 
portant? and  that  the  division  is  only  about  "  non-essen- 
tials," about  "  mere  externals  ?"  How,  my  Brethren, 
should  the  world  see  any  thing  but  externals  ?  The 
external  unity,  therefore,  was  that  for  which  Jesus  pray- 
ed, as  well  as  the  internal. 


Put  away,  ye  Children  of  God,  what  your  Brethren 
cannot  agree  with, — dare  not  agree  with.  Tempt  us 
not  through  the  love  we  bear  you,  to  relinquish  what  we 
know  to  be  a  truth  of  God,  or  to  defile  our  consciences 
by  any  wilful  connection  v^dth  that  which  is  not  of  the 
Father.     Tell  us,  why  we  should  baptize  our  Babes,  in 

\ 
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the  absence  of  either  command,  example,  or  conceivable 
use?  Tell  yourselves  the  reason  ;  that  in  the  attempt  to 
do  so,  you  may  learn  its  unreasonableness,  uselessness, 
impiety  and  j)resumption.  "Come  out  from  among  them, 
touch  not  the  unclean  thing."  Separated  from  the 
world,  let  us  all  be  united  in  seeking  and  doing  the  will 
of  our  Father  who  is  in  Heaven,  and  thus,  owned  by 
Jesus,  we  shall  own  one  another  as  "  Brothers,  Sisters 
and  Mothers." — Mark,  iii.  35.  We  feel  that  we  are 
very  deficient ;  come  ye  forward  to  do  Christ's  will,  and 
ye  will  help,  instead  of  hindering  us,  as  many  of  His 
professed  friends  are  guilty  of  doing.  They  must  an- 
swer for  it.  Ye,  that  should  be  champions,  "valiant 
for  the  Truth  in  the  Earth,"  no  longer  disgrace  your 
name  and  your  cause.  No  longer  waste  your  time,  no 
longer  vainly  display  your  ingenuity  in  pleadins:  for 
things,  which,  after  all,  remain  matters,  (as  the  Council 
of  Trent  acknowledges)  of  mere  tradition; — matters  of 
serious  doubt ; — matters  for  which  no  jiossible  use,  can 
either  scripturally,  rationally,  or  practically,  be  assigned. 
Once  more,  allow  me  to  urge  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
not  to  lay  aside  this  tract  and  the  serious  subject  of  it 
together.  If  it  were  not  attended  in  your  case,  with 
something  of  the  cross,  you  would  set  about  getting  a 
divine  con\'iction  of  the  truth  in  this  matter.  But,  Oh, 
have  you  not  found  the  sweetness  and  the  profit  of 
the  Cross,  on  other  subjects }  The  very  fact,  that  it 
would  be  a  Cross  to  you,  should  engage  you  to,  at  least, 
a  deeply  serious  examination  of  the  question,  to  prayer, 
frequent  and  continuous,  fervent  and  devoted,  teachable 
and  impartial  prayer,  to  the  God  of  ^^'isdom,  the  Father 
of  Lights.  Say  to  Him,  "  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will  (in 
this  matter  also,)  for  thou  art  my  God;  thy  Spirit  is 
good  ;  lead  me  into  the  land  of  uprightness." 

I  am,  beloved  Brethren, 

With  longing  affection. 
Your  friend  and  servant,  for  Jesus'  sake, 

T.  W.  M. 


JOHN    NOBLE,    PRINTER,    MARK  ET-PLACB,    BOSTON. 
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